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Colloids and Surfaces B: 

Biointerfaces 

 

 

 
 

Colloids and Surfaces B: Biointerfaces is an international journal devoted to fundamental and 

applied research on colloid and interfacial phenomena in relation to systems of biological 

origin, having particular relevance to the medical, pharmaceutical, biotechnological, food and 

cosmetic fields. The objective of the journal is to cover all aspects of biointerfaces. Therefore 

contributions from both biological and physical scientists are strongly encouraged. 

 

Examples of targeted topics are: 

• Surface properties of materials of both synthetic and biological origin in relation to biological 

interactions. 

• Adsorption of surfactants, proteins and other biopolymers, bacteria and mammalian cells. 

• Cell-cell interactions and membrane fusion. 

• Diffusion and transport in membranes and vesicles. 

• Biopolymer and cell immobilization. 

• Biofouling of surfaces. 

• Biosurfactants and biopolymers: synthesis, surface activity, aggregation, solubilization, 

phase behaviour. 

• Colloidal drug carriers, including nanoparticles, nanocapsules, liposomes, microspheres, 

microcapsules: drug diffusion, drug release kinetics, interactions of drugs and carrier 

materials. 

 

Papers on the use of experimental methods such as X-ray diffraction, ellipsometry; scanning 

probe microscopes (STM, AFM), electron microscopy, light scattering techniques, XPS, 

FTIR, NMR, and other methods for the study of rapid reactions (temperature jump, stopped 

flow, time-resolved fluorescence) and their application to biological problems of an interfacial 

nature will also be included. 

 

Colloids and Surfaces B: Biointerfaces publishes regular research papers, reviews, short 

communications and invited perspective articles, called BioInterface Perspectives. The 
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BioInterface Perspectives provide researchers the opportunity to review their own work, as 

well as provide insight into the work of others that inspired and influenced the author. As a 

guideline, reviews should have a length of approximately 3500 words (about 3 - 4 printed 

pages). 
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Use of wordprocessing software  

It is important that the file be saved in the native format of the wordprocessor used. The text 

should be in single-column format. Keep the layout of the text as simple as possible. Most 

formatting codes will be removed and replaced on processing the article. In particular, do not 

use the wordprocessor's options to justify text or to hyphenate words. However, do use bold 

face, italics, subscripts, superscripts etc. Do not embed "graphically designed" equations or 

tables, but prepare these using the wordprocessor's facility. When preparing tables, if you 

are using a table grid, use only one grid for each individual table and not a grid for each row. 

If no grid is used, use tabs, not spaces, to align columns. The electronic text should be 

prepared in a way very similar to that of conventional manuscripts (see also the Guide to 

Publishing with Elsevier: http://www.elsevier.com/guidepublication). Do not import the 

figures into the text file but, instead, indicate their approximate locations directly in the 

electronic text and on the manuscript. See also the section on Electronic illustrations. 

To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the "spell-check" and 

"grammar-check" functions of your wordprocessor. 

Subdivision - unnumbered sections 

Divide your article into clearly defined sections. Each subsection is given a brief heading. 

Each heading should appear on its own separate line. Subsections should be used as much 

as possible when cross-referencing text: refer to the subsection by heading as opposed to 

simply "the text". 

Introduction  

State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background, avoiding a detailed 

literature survey or a summary of the results. 

Material and methods  

Provide sufficient detail to allow the work to be reproduced. Methods already published 

should be indicated by a reference: only relevant modifications should be described. 

Results  

Results should be clear and concise. 

Discussion  

This should explore the significance of the results of the work, not repeat them. A combined 

Results and Discussion section is often appropriate. Avoid extensive citations and discussion 

of published literature. 
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Conclusions  

The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short Conclusions section, which 

may stand alone or form a subsection of a Discussion or Results and Discussion section. 

Appendices  

If there is more than one appendix, they should be identified as A, B, etc. Formulae and 

equations in appendices should be given separate numbering: Eq. (A.1), Eq. (A.2), etc.; in a 

subsequent appendix, Eq. (B.1) and so on. 

 

Essential title page information  

• Title. Concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid 

abbreviations and formulae where possible. 

• Author names and affiliations. Where the family name may be ambiguous (e.g., a double 

name), please indicate this clearly. Present the authors' affiliation addresses (where the 

actual work was done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lower-case superscript 

letter immediately after the author's name and in front of the appropriate address. Provide the 

full postal address of each affiliation, including the country name, and, if available, the e-mail 

address of each author. 

• Corresponding author. Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all stages of 

refereeing and publication, also post-publication. Ensure that telephone and fax numbers 

(with country and area code) are provided in addition to the e-mail address and the 

complete postal address. 

• Present/permanent address. If an author has moved since the work described in the 

article was done, or was visiting at the time, a "Present address" (or "Permanent address") 

may be indicated as a footnote to that author's name. The address at which the author 

actually did the work must be retained as the main, affiliation address. Superscript Arabic 

numerals are used for such footnotes. 

Abstract  

A concise and factual abstract is required. The abstract should state briefly the purpose of 

the research, the principal results and major conclusions. An abstract is often presented 

separately from the article, so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason, References 

should be avoided, but if essential, then cite the author(s) and year(s). Also, non-standard or 

uncommon abbreviations should be avoided, but if essential they must be defined at their 

first mention in the abstract itself. 

The abstract should be no longer than 250 words 

Keywords  
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Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 6 keywords, using American spelling 

and avoiding general and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for example, "and", "of"). 

Be sparing with abbreviations: only abbreviations firmly established in the field may be 

eligible. These keywords will be used for indexing purposes. 

Acknowledgements  

Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at the end of the article before the 

references and do not, therefore, include them on the title page, as a footnote to the title or 

otherwise. List here those individuals who provided help during the research (e.g., providing 

language help, writing assistance or proof reading the article, etc.). 

Nomenclature and Units  

The use of nomenclature and symbols adopted by IUPAC is recommended (Quantities, Units 

and Symbols in Physical Chemistry, Blackwell Scientific, Oxford, 1988). 

Math formulae  

Present simple formulae in the line of normal text where possible and use the solidus (/) 

instead of a horizontal line for small fractional terms, e.g., X/Y. In principle, variables are to 

be presented in italics. Powers of e are often more conveniently denoted by exp. Number 

consecutively any equations that have to be displayed separately from the text (if referred to 

explicitly in the text) 

Footnotes  

Footnotes should be used sparingly. Number them consecutively throughout the article, 

using superscript Arabic numbers. Many wordprocessors build footnotes into the text, and 

this feature may be used. Should this not be the case, indicate the position of footnotes in the 

text and present the footnotes themselves separately at the end of the article. Do not include 

footnotes in the Reference list.  

Table footnotes 

Indicate each footnote in a table with a superscript lowercase letter. 

Artwork  

Electronic artwork  

General points  

• Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your original artwork.  

• Save text in illustrations as "graphics" or enclose the font.  

• Only use the following fonts in your illustrations: Arial, Courier, Times, Symbol.  

• Number the illustrations according to their sequence in the text.  

• Use a logical naming convention for your artwork files. 

• Provide captions to illustrations separately. 
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• Produce images near to the desired size of the printed version.  

• Submit each figure as a separate file.  

A detailed guide on electronic artwork is available on our website:  

http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions  

 

You are urged to visit this site; some excerpts from the detailed information are given 

here. 

Formats  

Regardless of the application used, when your electronic artwork is finalised, please "save 

as" or convert the images to one of the following formats (note the resolution requirements 

for line drawings, halftones, and line/halftone combinations given below):  

EPS: Vector drawings. Embed the font or save the text as "graphics". 
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• Supply embedded graphics in your wordprocessor (spreadsheet, presentation) document;  

• Supply files that are optimised for screen use (like GIF, BMP, PICT, WPG); the resolution is 
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• Supply files that are too low in resolution; 

• Submit graphics that are disproportionately large for the content. 

Color artwork  

Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable format (TIFF, EPS or MS Office 

files) and with the correct resolution. If, together with your accepted article, you submit 
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these illustrations are reproduced in color in the printed version. For color reproduction in 
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For further information on the preparation of electronic artwork, please see 

http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.  
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Please note: Because of technical complications which can arise by converting color figures 

to "gray scale" (for the printed version should you not opt for color in print) please submit in 

addition usable black and white versions of all the color illustrations. 

Figure captions  

Ensure that each illustration has a caption. Supply captions separately, not attached to the 

figure. A caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a description of the 

illustration. Keep text in the illustrations themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols and 

abbreviations used. 

Tables 
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and personal communications are not recommended in the reference list, but may be 
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